
March 4-6, Emily Hook, Shinn LaMachio, Josh Jolly, and I went to 

the inaugural year of the Christian Brothers Junior High Honor Band. 

On Thursday, we all tried out for chair placements. You had to play a 

short solo and then you were judged.  I was picked as second 

chair for the flutes. We ate pizza on Thursday, and rehearsed 

for three hours. On Friday, we arrived around nine oôclock, 

practiced for three hours again, and ate burgers and pizza. 

While we ate, we were entertained by the CBHS Jazz Band, 

Walnut Groove. After, we went back to the auditorium  and 

had Master Classes with the faculty members and chamber en-

sembles. We learned about posture in the flute master class. At 1:00 

we practiced yet again for 3 hours.  Later we listened to the Christian 

Brothers Band. Our conductorôs name was George Pokorski (Mr. G). 

On Saturday, we gave a concert in the afternoon. We played three 

songs. It was an amazing experience playing in such a big band!  

CBU Honor Band                                                       

By: Katie Hook                                             

My Hero  
By: Alexis Slade 

One of my "heroes" is my church's interim Youth Minister, Brent Freeman. He 

is a great guy who is fun to hang around with. He has only been with our 

church for seven or eight months, but so many people have already grown 

really close to him and his wife, Valerie. Valerie is an English and history 

teacher at Southaven Middle School. They are both from McComb, MS and 

they moved up to the Memphis area for Brent to attend Mid-America Baptist 

Theological Seminary to get his Masterós Degree in Ministry. Several rea-

sons that he is my hero are that lots of people have gone to him for help and 

advice, he is always willing to help you if you need it, and he teaches us about 

Christ and how He loves us and died on the cross in our place. He is also tak-

ing the time to teach us how to share the Gospel with a book called Share Je-

sus Without Fear. I want to be the kind of person that Brent is because I want 

to be able to share Christ with others and I want them to be able to tell that I 

am a Christian.  
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Zeus's master lightning bolt has been stolen. Meanwhile, Percy Jackson finds out 
that he is the son of Poseidon, god of the water.  He and his friend go to a camp 
called Camp Half Blood and Percy finds out that his disabled friend is actually a 
satyr.  At Camp Half Blood, Percy learns that his mother was taken because he 
was accused of stealing Zeusôs master bolt.  Hades believes that Percy has the 
bolt and will surrender it to get his mom back.  The only problem is that Percy does 
not actually have the bolt. 

Percy, Grover, and their new friend Annabeth set out to find the three magic pearls 
that can transport them anywhere they are thinking of.  The three pearls are all 
guarded.  The first is guarded by Medusa, and the second is guarded by Hydra, 
the six-headed lizard. The third is guarded by the Lotus Eaters.  After acquiring all 
three pearls, the three friends must get to the Underworld. Once they get into the 
underworld, they find Percyôs mom guarded by Hades.  When they find Percy's 
mom, Zeusôs lightning bolt is also accidentally found.  Percy then realizes that the 
fate of the world lies in the lightning bolt in his hand. Will they be able to get back 
to mount Olympus or will the war of the gods begin?                                                  

Movie Review: Percy Jackson and the Olympians: Lightning Thief  
By: Cory Grimm  

Katieõs Korner 

By: Katie Hook  

Hi everybody! I hope you have a great Easter! As you all know, April 1st is April Fool's Day! 
In the March Issue, I asked you what your favorite April Fool's joke is. It could have been a 
joke that you pulled on someone or one you want to do, such as: changing clocks, switch-
ing the sugar and salt, etc. I myself have not really done any pranks or had any pulled on 
me. One I did do, however, was making water balloons with my cousin Christian. Then we 
convinced Emily, Josh, and Ethan (two more cousins) to come outside. When they finally 
came out, we threw the balloons at them. It was hilarious and they got really mad at us! 
Here are some of the pranks that people at LIFE have had pulled on them, or pulled on 
someone else. 

ñOne time when I was little, my brother short-sheeted my bed. When I went to get in, my 
legs couldn't stretch all the way down! I had to remake the whole bed!ò ~Kristen James 
                     
"The most memorable April Fool's joke that my dad and sister played on me was when 
they balanced a bucket of water on top of my door. When I walked in the room, I got 
soaked!" ~Olivia Schweikert 
  
ñI like putting the TV remote in the home phone charger, so that when someone calls, they 
pick up the remote and start talking to it.ò  ~Alina Doole 
  
ñI havenôt really pulled that many jokes on April Foolôs, but last year I called or texted sev-
eral of my best friends and told them that a guy I was having problems with had asked me 
out and I was all upset and didnôt know what to do and asked for their advice. Most of them 
fell for it and started giving advice. It was pretty funny because they all felt stupid when I 
told them it was a joke!ò ~Allison Taylor 
  
Question for May's Issue: 
Who do you look up to for advice or help? 

Page 2 

Lighthouse Signal  

End of Year 

Dress Rehearsal 

 
Monday, May 

10th 

 
DeSoto Civic 

Center Audito-

rium 

 

Schedule tbd 



  Who used to live in Kirkwood, Missouri? Who loves to ride his dirt bike and 
read? Cory Grimm, thatôs who! He now lives in Southaven, Mississippi with 
his mom, dad, younger brother Nate, his dog Zack, and his lizard, Mike. He 
is 13 years old, and his birthday is September 14. Cory has been home 
schooled for three years, is currently in the 7th grade, and is enjoying his first 
year at LIFE. He is taking History Makers 1, Computer 1, Spanish 1, 
and Physical Science here at LIFE. He lives within walking distance 
of Desoto Hills Baptist Church, so he and his brother sometimes walk or ride 
their bikes to and from school. Cory's favorite movie is Avatar, his favorite 
book is Crocodile Tears, and his favorite color is red. One of his greatest 
achievements has been inventing a game! On Open House night at his old 
school near St. Louis, Missouri, the students were told to build a board 
game. His game is a mixture between ping pong and football! It is a two 
player game and involves a bouncy ball and some sticks. The purpose of the 
game is to make the bouncy ball go through the other playerôs two sticks.  

This story begins at an antebellum Southern plantation, Roselands, owned by 
Mr. Horace Dinsmore Sr. He has a wife, Isabel, and six children. Eight-year-
old Elsie Dinsmore, Mr. Dinsmoreôs granddaughter, also lives at Roselands. 
  
Every day, Elsie prays for her Papa, Horace Dinsmore Jr. to come home from 
traveling the world. She has never met him, and her mother died when she 
was very young. One of her only friends is Jesus, and she has a very strong 
Christian faith, unlike her relatives and father. 
  
When Horace Dinsmore Jr. suddenly returns home to the daughter he has 
never met, Elsie thinks he does not love her. He is very stern with her, and he 
never seems to think that she is doing the right thing, despite the fact that 
Elsie is very obedient and  tries hard to please her father. Will Elsie ever gain 
her fatherôs love? 
  
I loved this book, and I think that it is a great book for ages eight and up. I 
highly recommend this book. ñElsieôs Endless Waitò is a story with a meaning-
ful message, ñLove the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all 
your mind, and all your strength.ò Elsie is a very sweet girl with a pure, child-
like faith in Jesus. After all, Jesus said, ñLet the little children come to meé 
Anyone who will not receive Godôs kingdom like a little child will never enter 
it.ò (Mark 10:14-15) 

Student Spotlight 

By: Alexis Slade 

Critical Thinking: Elsieõs Endless Wait 

By: Olivia Schwiekert  
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Kooky Canuck is a restaurant in downtown Memphis known for 

the ò7-pound burger challenge.ó  When you walk in, you feel as if you are 
in a hunting lodge because of the mounted trophy animals on the walls.  

The Kooky Canuck was originally named Big Foot Lodge, but when 

the popular travel channel show òMan vs. Foodó came to Memphis to at-

tempt the challenge, a restaurant of the same name on the West Coast 

saw the show and claimed to have been established first. The restaurant in 

Memphis was then forced to change its name and style.  

The food is superb and comes in huge portions.  The staff is kind 

and will get you anything you need.  The restaurant is very clean, and the 

atmosphere provides a fun experience. Take a few friends or your family 

along and attempt the challenge!  

Every spring and fall, the Olive Branch Parks and Recreation depart-
ment has a soccer league for kids ages four through fifteen.  
This spring season has just started and two L.I.F.E. students, Shinn 
LaMachio and I, are playing in the U-16 division.  We usually play 
twice a week either on Monday, Tuesday or Thursday nights at the 
Olive Branch Soccer Complex. I like being able to play soccer right 
here near my home and not having to give as much of my time and 
money to practice and travel as I would on a competitive team.  This 
year I have a great team and great coaches and we are all hoping to 
have a great season.     

Restaurant Review: Kooky Canuck 

By: Cory Grimm  

Spring Soccer 

By: Mitchell James 

Teacher Feature 

By: Alina Doole  

Mr. David Hirshfeld started teaching computer classes here at LIFE at the 

beginning of this semester and has enjoyed it so far. He has been teaching 

computer classes for four years and enjoys seeing kids use their imaginations 

and their knowledge of computers. Mr. David lives in Memphis, TN with his 

wife Vesna. They have children, but they have grown up and moved out now. 

His favorite hobbies are playing basketball and reading books about the Civil 

War. He has been 

teaching 

computer classes 

for four years 

and enjoys 

seeing kids use 

their 

imaginations and 

their knowledge 

of computers.  
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Campfire chicken  
Boneless chicken breastðpierce with fork 
Sliced onion 
Baby carrots 
Corn on the cob 
Potato chunks 
Fresh thyme, basil, rosemary, salt and pepper 
Garlic 
Teriyaki chicken marinade 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Use aluminum foil sheet approx 2ft long.  Place chicken in 
middle and add all ingredients  (use whatever veges you like) fold into apouch and place in 
oven.  Usually cooks in about 1 to 1.5 hours. 

Event List  

By: Rebecca Lyles 

Homemade MunchiesñMichele LaMachio  

Mid -South and MTSU Flute Festivals 

By: Emily Hook  

    Over Spring Break, Katie and I attended the MTSU 
Flute Festival at the Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity in Murfreesboro, TN, and the Mid-South Flute Festi-
val held at the University of Memphis. We competed in 
the Junior High solo competition and participated in the 
Young Flutists Showcase. There were masterclasses 
and flute exhibits with flutes, flute accessories, and mu-
sic.  We attended several guest artist recitals, including 
one by Denis Bouriakov, the principal flutist of 
the Metropolitan Opera in New York. There were also 
performances by local flute teachers and flute 
choir recitals.  We also played in the solo and ensemble 
and flute choir.  It was a very fun experience.  
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State Science Fair 4/1-4/2   
EOY Dress Rehearsal 5/10ðDeSoto Civic Center 
Pizza/Ice Cream Party 5/11     
Last day of LIFE classes 5/13     
End of Year Party 5/14 - DeSoto Civic Center                                          
Teacher Appreciation Dinner 5/19       
Destination Imagination Global Competition 5/26-
5/29                                                                               
LIFE Pool Party 6/4  Rain date 6/11 

Birthday Bash: Alexis Slade April 8th  



Iôve always thought skiing looked easy: simply strap the skis to 
your feet, grab a pair of poles, and glide on down the mountain. 
Well, until youôve tried it, you canôt say itôs easy! My sister, Natalie, 
lived in  
Wintergreen, Virginia , and she also worked at a ski and snow-
board resort. In February, my family and I went to visit and tried 
out the skiing experience. My dad already knew how to ski, so my 
mom and I took lessons, and to be honest; I was scared to death. 
Thankfully, the ski instructor was nice and helpful, and I learned 
quickly what to do and what not to do. After about half an hour of 
falling, getting back up, and falling again, the instructor said I was 
ready for the mountain. When someone says ómountainô, what do 
you normally think of? Personally, I think of Mt. Everest . So you 
can understand my total dismay when he said I was ready for 
that! With shaking legs, I clambered off the ski lift, only to get so 
far and fall once again. Simply stated, the first day of skiing was 
absolutely horrible- I wanted to go home as soon as I fell the first 
time. But, I had to learn, and learn I did! The second day my mom 
and I concentrated on turning (for a person with no coordination, I 
am here to tell you that you WILL fall at least five times trying to 
learn how to turn!), and by the end of the second day, I was doing 
fantastic! And on our last day, I went down the mountain (yes, my 
very own Mt. Everest !) a grand total of eight times. Overall, I had 
an amazing time tackling the mountain. It took a lot of persever-
ance, dedication, and, donôt forget, coordination!  

This months School Spirit Day is to wear your favorite 

Bible Verse on your shirt/other article of clothing, or 

dress up as Men in Black. (4/13-4/15) You can wear Bible 

verse one day, Men in Black the other; Bible verse both 

days, or Men in Black both days. 

Trip of the Month: Tackling The Mountain  
By: Tiffany Massey 

School Spirit Day 

ñAfter about half 

an hour of 

falling, getting 

back up, and 

falling again, the 

instructor said I 

was ready for the 

mountain.ò  
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Congratulations to Josh Reynolds for his Bottle 
Rocket Blaster Science Fair Project.  He really did 
a great job and I encouraged him to pursue the 
Regional and State Science Fairs next year. 

 

Science fairs are a fun way to understand scientific 
methodology and have an opportunity to compete.  
I encourage everyone to think about a project over 
the summer.  If it is a long term projectðstart in the summer to make 
sure you have enough time to collect data. 

We will have a Science Fair club next year that will meet once a 
month.  I will guide students through the process of developing their 
Science Fair Projects.  Milestones will be met to keep them on track. 

LIFE Science FairñMichele LaMachio  

LIFE Loony TunesñTrey Lyles 
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A receding hare line! 

What do you call a group of 
Easter Bunnies marching 
backwards? 

 

Riddle Me This!  


