
Desoto County Home School Educators, the group that works with 

DeSoto Co. juniors and seniors and offers a graduation ceremony, 

volunteered their time and worked with the staff at the National 

Guard Armory to organize packages which were sent to our mid-south 

troops. Many items we take for granted are not readily available to our 

troops such as: toothpaste, various snack foods, toiletries, etc.   Project 

Package provides these essential items and words of encouragement to 

hopefully brighten a soldierôs day and remind them of our support.  Do-

nated items are sorted and packaged then placed on pallets to be 

shipped to mid-south troops. This packaging operation is open to any-

one who wants to help on Thursdays from 4:00-7:00. 

You can help them out by going to the National Guard Armory at 385 

Stateline Road, Suite 2 in Southaven, MS.  For more information visit 

their website http://www.msprojectpackage.org/. 

Trip of the Month  
By: Mitchell James  

On December 21, my mom, sisters and I 
traveled 12 hours to New Boston, Michigan 
to spend Christmas with our family. We ar-
rived at my grandparentôs house in the eve-
ning and we were glad to see snow. It was 
very cold the whole time we were there, but 
unfortunately it rained on Christmas 
day and all the snow melted. We got to see 
a lot of our family and even a few friends, 
and everyone had a great Christmas. We 
had an even longer trip back home due 
to heavy traffic near some of the big cities, 
but we made it home safely and are looking 
forward to visiting again! 
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May your troubles be less, 

Your blessing be more, 

And nothing but happiness 

come through your door 

~Anonymous  
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This year, my family and I volunteered at Raleigh Assembly of God church 
in Memphis, TN. The church has weekly dinners for the homeless or unemployed, 
as well an annual Christmas outreach. This year, they were able to feed 2,250 peo-
ple at the Christmas outreach. 

I was able to talk to Danica Baker, one of the lead cooks in the kitchen. She has 
served for three years at Raleighôs Christmas outreach, and combining her love for 
cooking and serving, helping in the kitchen is the perfect fit for her. She also added 
that her favorite thing about cooking is trying new recipes. 

We volunteered to help bag produce for families to take home. We put one kind of 
produce in each bag because thousands of people were expected to come. When 
we were done, we had over six large tables covered with grocery bags! 

After we finished bagging the produce, we headed over to the registration areas 
where participants went to get signed in to the outreach. They received counseling 
as well. Over thirty people gave their lives to Christ at the outreach, and many peo-
ple gave testimonies afterwards as well. 

Along with produce, groceries, coats, and Christmas dinner, Manna Ministries also 
had a room where children could sit on Santa Clausô lap and visit with Mrs. Claus. 
Each child also received a gift and some candy. 

Raleigh Assembly had over 300 volunteers at the outreach, and they werenôt all 
from their church. Some did come from the Springs, a sister-church to Raleigh. 
Everyone had a good time, including the volunteers. Everyone is looking forward to 
doing it all over again next year! 

Is this LIFE student ñWoodyò from Disneyôs Toy Story, or a sixteen year-old who 

loves to read, draw, and cook?  As it turns out, sheôs both! Ashley Doole lives in 

Byhalia, MS with two brothers, two sisters, and her cat, Princess. She portrayed 

Woodyôs character in the LIFE Christmas Program along with the rest of 

her Destination Imagination team (also known as DI). Ashley takes American 

Government, Chemistry, College 101, DI, and Computer III at LIFE. 

Ashleyôs favorite class at LIFE school is Destination Imagination because she 

has a lot of fun with the rest of her classmates. Ashley has been at LIFE for five 

years, and she really enjoys going to LIFE every week.. "...I have a chance to 

show my potential towards friendship and the responsibility of the assignments," 

Ashley said. She also said that although schoolwork and LIFE homework arenôt 

her favorite things to do, she is happy to know that she is gaining knowledge 

when she studies. 

 Ashley has played soccer for twelve years. As a part time job, she is the refe-

ree for some soccer games, and she also helps keep the score at basketball 

games. Ashley has played piano for a year and a half, and she used to play the 

clarinet. The eleventh-grader also enjoys writing and drawing. 

Manna Ministries: Christmas Outreach  

By: Olivia Schweikert  

Student Spotlight  

By: Olivia Schweikert  
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A sea of nonïperishable 
groceries ready to be 
given away. 

 

Bagging the produce. 



Devin Doole graduated from the LIFE program last May.  He 
is currently employed at Kroger and enjoys socializing with 
girls, playing video games and messing around with com-
puters. Devin is currently attending Northwest Community Col-
lege. where he wants to focus on becoming a Computer Pro-
grammer.  

     Devin has one older brother, Derrick, and three younger 
sisters, Ashley, Alina, and Adrianna. In his spare time he plays 
the new Super Mario with his family on the Wii, and Call of 
Duty, Rainbow 6, Halo1, and many more shooting games on 
the Xbox 360. Even though Devin is no longer in any of the 
LIFE classes, he still stops by to visit the group once in a while 
and also served as video support at our LIFE Christmas Party. 

Faces From LIFEôs Past 
By: Alina Doole  

Riddle Me This  

Senior Portraits  
By: Elizabeth Lyles  

Bryant Mason Haley is a senior and takes Algebra 2.  He 
has been home schooled for 6 years, Bryant favorite sub-
ject is biology and anything that involves reading. Bryant 
enjoys going on  bike rides through the woods. His favorite 
sport is whitewater kayaking; Bryantôs favorite book is Un-
daunted Courage. He would like to teach others about con-
servation/preservation of natural resources.  Ten years from 
now Bryant would like to be a fishery biologist and exploring 
the country. 
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Devin Doole 

Q. What gets wetter and wetter the 
more it dries? 

A. A Towel 

Bryant Mason Haley 



In this series we find Isabella Swan, who moved from Phoe-

nix, Arizona to Forks, Washington. There she meets Edward 

Cullen; a teenager in her Biology class who, after a few inci-

dents at school, she begins to believe is not human. After in-

volving herself with Edward over a few meetings, he reveals 

that he is a vampire, straight out of a horror story. But at the 

same time he reveals that he fell in love with Bella, who feels 

the same way. Over the rest of the book we find that there are 

dangers to being the girlfriend of a vampire. I wonôt say any-

thing else because you need to read the book for the details 

and the rest of the book. In my opinion this book gets a 6/10 

but other people seem to like this book more than I do, so 

check it out! 

Critical Thinking: Twilight  
By: Shinn LaMachio  

Homemade Munchies: Simply Scrumptious 

Cheesecake  

Crust:                      Filling:                             Topping:  

4 T. butter, melted    2 eggs                           ½ cup sugar 

1 cup graham      12-16 oz. cream cheese   1 cup sour cream 

cracker crumbs    1 cup sugar                         1 tsp. vanilla 

¼ cup sugar           1 tsp. vanilla       

                                

Preheat oven to 350ę. Mix filling ingredients and pat into bottom 
of a spring form pan. 

Place in oven for about 5 minutes while preheating. Beat eggs, 
sugar and vanilla, add cream cheese until blended.  

Pour onto crust and bake for 30 minutes. 

Mix topping ingredients and pour over top of warm cheese-
cake.  

Wait until topping is settled before removing sides of pan. 

Chill for 2-3 hours before serving, or for a change, serve 
slightly warm. Enjoy! 
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