
Last summer, I had the opportunity to work with several other volunteers from this 

area collecting signatures for the Personhood Mississippi Amendment. Personhood 

Mississippi is a voter initiative to amend the Mississippi Constitution to define person-

hood as beginning at fertilization or òthe functional equivalent thereof.ó Its purpose is 

to protect all life, regardless of age, health, function, physical or mental dependency, 

or method of reproduction. 

        To get this initiative on the ballot, volunteers needed to collect and certify 89,285 

signatures by mid February. The grand total of signatures collected was over 

130,000! Of those signatures, 105,000 were certified as valid, breaking the record 

for signatures in any other initiative in the history of Mississippi. This project has truly 

been blessed by God, since its beginning as a grassroots movement to its end with 

over 2,000 volunteers. The hard work and prayers of all those involved have paid off 

and the Secretary of State has stated that the Mississippi Personhood Amendment 

will indeed be on the ballot in 2011. However, the battle is only partially won. Though 

the initiative will be on the ballot, people still need to be made aware of its purpose 

and encouraged to vote. 

       My experience petitioning was eye-opening in many ways. I met many people who 

were more than willing to participate, and encouraged us to keep working diligently, 

while others became confrontational as soon as the words "stop abortion and cloning" 

were spoken. I heard a variety of opinions on the subject, some of which I strongly dis-

agreed with. I believe that every life is created by God and has great worth, regardless 

of whether or not that worth is recognized by society.  Dr. Seuss put it best: "A per-

son's a person, no matter how small." Every human has the right to live from the mo-

ment its life begins, and it is our responsibility to protect that right. The unborn cannot 

speak for themselves, so we are called to speak out for them. Though the number of 

legal abortions performed in Mississippiõs one abortion clinic each year accounts for 

only a small percentage of the total abortions nationwide, thousands are still per-

formed here each year. Some restrictions are in place, but none as effective as the 

Personhood Amendment will be if it is passed. 

        Personhood Mississippi is only one branch of the main effort to stop abortion in 

our country. Personhood USA is working to pass other similar voter initiatives in other 

states, but Mississippi has been a kind of trial run. Hopefully, if the amendment 

passes, we will be only the first of many states to carry out a protection for the un-

born. Prayers, donations, or volunteers are always welcome. For more information, or 

to find out how you can get involved, go to http://www.personhoodmississippi.com. 

       òI call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you 

life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring 

may live.ó Deuteronomy 30:19 

P E R S O N H O O D  M I S S I S S I PP I :  P R O T E C T I N G  T H E  U N B O R N 

B Y  A L L I S O N  T A Y L O R 

I S S U E  8 ,  V O L U M E  1 

L I F E  S I G N A L  

N E W S L E T T E R 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

S T U D E N T  S P O T L I G H T 

R E S T A U R A N T  RE V I E W 

LETõS MAKE SOUTH HA V E N  

A  S A F E  P L A C E  T O  W A L K 

2  

T E A C H E R  F E A T U R E 

M O V I E  R E V I E W 

B I B L E  S T U D Y 

3  

KATIEõS KORNER 

S E N I O R  P O R T R A I T 

4  

C R I T I C A L  T H I NK I N G  

D . I .  S T A T E  C OM P E T I T I O N 

5  

M Y  H E R O ( E S ) 

H A W A I I A N  D E C O RA T I O N S   

O B  F O O D  P AN T R Y 

6  

L I F E  L O O N Y  T O O N S 

R I D D L E 
7  

P O T L U C K  S I G N U P 8  

E O Y  D R E S S  R E H E A R S A L 9 

D I  F U N D R A I S I N G 10 

C H U R C H  R E Q U E S T S 

B A L L E T  C L A S S E S 
11 

L I F E  T U E S D A Y  S C H E D U LE  

2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1  
12 

L I F E  TH U R S D A Y  S C H E D U L E  

2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1  
13 

H O M E M A D E  M U N C H I E S 

 
14 

History of The Month: 

May 6, 1915, Babe Ruth 

hit his first home run as 

a player for the Boston 

Red Sox. 

K I N D N E S S  I S  T H E  L A N GU A G E  

W H I C H  T H E  D E A F  C A N  H E A R  A N D  

T H E  B L I N D  C A N  S E E .  ~M A R K  T W A I N 

http://www.personhoodmississippi.com/


Who is Life Schoolõs newest student? 

Louis Martinez, a ten-year-old who lives in Horn Lake, Mississippi, just 

started coming to LIFE in March. He takes Story of the World, A Reason 

for Science, and IEW Writing. His favorite class is A Reason for Science. 

Lou also plays the trumpet in Beginning Band. His favorite color is blue, 

and his favorite food is pizza. When he is not at LIFE, Lou likes to play 

Spiderman: Web of Shadows on his Nintendo DS. He also enjoys play-

ing soccer. òI like to win and I like to have fun," Lou said. 

I believe sidewalks need to be put in along the major roads in South-

aven.  Sidewalks would make it safer to walk along the major roads.   Cur-

rently, you have to walk in the grass or in the street, which is very danger-

ous.  With Mississippi being the most obese state in the country, sidewalks 

would give the opportunity for exercise.  Currently, to get any exercise in 

Southaven, you have to go to a park or a gym or spend money on exercise 

equipment.  Sidewalks would also decrease the amount of gas you would 

have to buy for your car, because you could ride your bike or walk to your 

destination.  If you were able to use your bike instead of your car, you 

would be emitting less CO2.  These reasons and many more show that 

Southaven needs sidewalks. 

S T U D E N T  S P O T L I G H T 

B Y :  A L I N A  D O O L E 

LETõS MAKE SOUTHHAVEN  A  S A F E  P L A C E  T O  W A L K 

B Y :  C O R Y  G R I M M 

R E S T A U R A N T  R E V I E W :  OSAKAõS GRILL 

B Y :  S H I N N  L A M A C H I O 

Osakaõs Grill is a great place to get some Japanese cuisine. The food is 

great, the tables are nice, and the entire restaurant looks awesome. 

But the thing that makes the place unique from other Japanese or Chi-

nese restaurants is that they have six tables where a chef will come out 

and prepare your food while you watch. For some this might be a deter-

rent, but the chefs are well versed in their practice and they make cook-

ing as interesting a show as a fireworks display. Of course it helps that 

you canõt help watching what theyõre doing since your pretty hungry 

when you get there!  There were only two downsides to this restaurant. 

One, they serve their salads with a dressing that looks and tastes dis-

gusting, but you may be able to ask for a salad without any dressing on 

it. Also, this restaurant is kind of expensive, so reserve going there for a 

special occasion. Other than that, Iõd give this place a 4 out of 5. Itada-

kidamasu! (That means "Thank you god/source for this meal that I am 

about to eat" In Japanese) 
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Who lives in Horn Lake, Mississippi? Whose favorite color is purple? Melissa 

Verkler Slade teaches "A Reason for Science" and "Story of the World: Modern 

Age History" on Tuesdays. She enjoys teaching all of her students at LIFE. 

    Melissa has been married to Guy Slade for 19 years, and they have 3 kids: 

Alexis (13), Hope (10), and Erin (6). One of her favorite books is Jane Eyre by 

Charlotte Bronte and some of her hobbies include reading and knitting. Her 

favorite pet was Duchess, a miniature dachshund that she received after she 

and Guy had been married for 9 months. She had her for 13 years.         

 Melissa has lived in many places, including Southaven, MS, Cleveland, MS, 

and Houston, TX. She received her undergraduate degree from Delta State 

University and her Masters Degree in Occupational Therapy from Texas 

Womenõs University in Houston, TX. She is an OT (Occupational Therapist) and 

works for Simple Strokes Therapy on Airways Place in Southaven. She works 

with children with disabilities such as Autism, Downõs syndrome, and Cerebral 

Palsy. She says, òI love children and am proud of my three beautiful, caring 

daughters.ó 

Hello everyone! I wanted to let you know that I have started a Bible 

study every Tuesday from 1:30 to probably 1:45 or 2:00 p.m., and every 

Thursday from 10:35 to 11:00 a.m. We meet in the second study hall 

room on the right on the second floor. I bring my Bible and my devo-

tional book called Every Day for Teens, and we read one page in the de-

votional book and two chapters in my NIV study Bible. Hope to see you 

there!  

T E A C H E R  F E A T U R E 

B Y :  A L E X I S  S L A D E 

B I B L E  S T U D Y 

 B Y :  A L I N A  D O O L E  ̀

 

H O W  T O  T R A I N  Y O U R   DR A G O N  ( 3- D )  

B Y  C O R Y  G R I M M 

 Hiccup has always wanted to fight dragons like his father and the rest of 

the men in his Viking village.   During the dragon's raid on his village, he cap-

tures the elusive Night Fury.  When it comes time to kill the dragon, he cannot 

bring himself to do it.  Over time he and the dragon become close friends.  They 

secretly work together to enhance their flying skills.  People are starting to get 

suspicious when they notice that Hiccup sneaks off every day after training.  

Eventually, one of his classmates finds out about his dragon.  The Night Fury 

flies them to the dragon's nest where they discover the super dragon that the 

other dragons must feed.  Hiccup's father accidently hears about the nest and 

sets out to destroy it, not knowing what he is really up against.  Will they be able 

to take down the super dragon or will the entire village be destroyed? 

A fun film for the whole family. 
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Hello again! Is everyone ready for summer? In the April issue, the 
question was: Who do you look up to for advice? I look to my friends 
and my family. They always know what to do and how to do it! It's 
amazing to be surrounded by funny, loving, helpful, people! Some of 
the readers shared their thoughts about this topic. Take a look! 

 

"I look to my friends and youth minister Brent for advice." ~ Alexis 

Slade 

"I look up to my mom and dad for advice because they know all 
about me and they have had a lot of the same experiences that I'm 
having right now." ~ Olivia Schweikert 

 

"I look up to my  Sunday school teacher, my parents and my youth 

pastor at my Church." ~ Alina Doole 

"When I need advice I usually go to my mom, sister, or one of my 

two best friends. They may not always give me advice that is what I 

want to hear, but I know I can trust them to give me the Godly ad-

vice I need to hear. ~ Allison Taylor  

Next Issue's Question: What would you do for a Klondike bar? 

Tiffany Massey is eighteen years old and one of our four sen-

iors here at LIFE. This will be her first and last year here, and 

she is taking Chemistry and is a member of the D.I. team, 

STARRT. She said the reason she likes it here at LIFE is that 

òeverybody is fun and nice."  Tiffany lives with her parents 

here in Southaven, Mississippi. She also has an older sister, 

Natalie, who is twenty-four. When she has spare time 

she likes to play the piano, swim or hang out with friends. Tif-

fany will turn nineteen next January 13th, and plans to at-

tend a Bible college in South Carolina. 

KATIEõS KORNER 
B Y :  K A T I E  H O O K 

S E N I O R  P O R T R A I T 

B Y :  A L I N A  D O O L E 
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The Penderwicks is the first book in a series of five written by Jeanne Birdsall, 

published in 2005 by Borzoi Books.  Two Penderwick books have already been 

published, and the next three are still being written. This captivating novel 

shows what it means to stand up for yourself and others. 

  

In this book, we meet four sisters. Thereõs twelve-year-old Rosalind, who some-

how manages to always stay calm; wild, eleven-year-old Skye, who is the exact 

opposite of Rosalind; creative, ten-year-old Jane, who is always fantasizing; 

and timid, four-year-old Batty, who spends most of her time playing with the 

Penderwicksõ loveable, clumsy dog, Hound. The sisters are on their way to a 

cottage they have rented for their summer vacation. When they arrive, they are 

astounded; their cottage is on the property of a mansion! 

  

During the summer, the sisters meet many new friends, including Jeffery Tif-

ton, the son of their landlady. Jefferyõs mother isnõt very friendly, however, as 

the Penderwicks soon find out. She considers them to be bad influences on 

Jeffery, even though theyõve done nothing wrong. 

  

òThe Penderwicksó is a great story for kids age eight and up. By the end of the 

book, you will feel as if you have lived with the Penderwicks. Each character is 

well developed. The story teaches courage, friendship, and loyalty. 

  

This is a fantastic book. It is the kind of book that you can read again and 

again and still not get tired of it. So, are you ready to pick up this book and 

step into the adventures of the Penderwicks? 

     This year, both of L.I.F.E.ôs Destination ImagiNation teams were able to compete in Mississippiôs State 
Competition. The challenge we chose this year was the improvisation challenge.  We had seven minutes to 
prepare a five minute skit with a threatened item and a stock character that we randomly drew at the competi-
tion.  We had to provide knowledge of the threatened item and use facts that we researched to decide 
whether it should be saved or not.  During the skit we also had to randomly draw an unimpressive super-
power and incorporate it into the skit immediately.   

     We left for Columbus, MS, on Friday, March 26th and prepared and practiced that evening.  The next day, 
after more practice, we left for the competition at the Columbus High School.  Both teams did a great job on 
their skit and the appraisers were pleased with both of the performances.  Imaginary Friends won first place, 
while STARRT came in second. Both teams will be competing at the global finals in May at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville against teams from around the world. 

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G :  TH E  P E N D E R W I C K S 

A  S U M M E R  T A L E  O F  F O UR  S I S T E R S ,  T W O  R A B B I T S ,  A N D  A  

V E R Y  I N T E R E S T I N G  B O Y  

B Y :  O L I V I A  S C H W E I K E RT 

D . I .  S T A T E  C O M P E T I T IO N 

B Y :  M I T C H E L L  J A M E S 

òThis is a 

fantastic book. It 

is the kind of 

book that you 

can read again 

and again and 

still not get tired 

of it. ò 
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My heroes are my friends. Each of them are unique and special in their 

own ways. My friends help shape who I am. They leave their impres-

sions on me and I grow stronger through them. They inspire me to be 

kind, happy, and caring. Friends help everyone through hard times. 

The high school American Government Class will be working at the 
Olive Branch Food Pantry on Tuesday, May 18.  We will be stocking 
shelves and handing out food to families.   

Please continue to bring food to LIFE so we will have plenty to do-
nate that day!  I'm happy to report that the bin by the computer got 
so full that we stopped putting it out!  Thank You!   

We emptied the bin so try to fill it up a few more times before we 
visit the pantry.  The pantry needs flour, sugar, noodles, spag. 
sauce, and canned goods of all types especially fruits and veggies. 
 
Thank you again for your generosity to the needy families in our 
community. 
 
Sheri James 

M Y  H E R O ( E S ) 
B Y  E M I L Y  H O O K 

O L I V E  B R A N C H  F O O D  P AN T R Y 

H A W A I I A N  T A B L E  D E C O RA T I O N S  N E E D E D 
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We'd like to decorate the End of Year party with a Hawaiian luau 
theme (to go along with the Hawaii history play). If anybody has any 
Hawaiian-style table decorations, patio lights, flowers, or any other 
items you'd be willing to lend for the night, would you please contact 
Ana Schweikert as soon as possible? 
 
Also, any kids or adults willing to help make decorations (if needed), 
or help setting them up, please contact me as well. Thanks all! 
 
Ana Schweikert 
901-573-7376 
Skywritr2@comcast.net 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LIFE4enrichment/post?postID=dYT9u-bY7AtHGNTRUDsAr0Ad1yFEGGai9gOM9cXhvJYzs9MbV6NR-YdeZCmJVpRzz2XMjGf7P9pEoYd7DI0


A. He only had one pupil!  

L I F E  L O O N Y  T O O N S :  C YC L O P S  B O B 

B Y  E M I L Y  H O O K 
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Q. Why did Cyclops Bob close his School? 

Cyclops Bob Inspired by 

Kristen James 

I S S U E  8 ,  V O L U M E  1 
 

 

R I D D L E  M E  T H I S ! 

I never was, am always to be, 

None ever saw me, nor ever will, 

And yet I am the confidence of all 

Who live and breathe on this terrestrial ball. 

--Anonymous Answer: 

Tomorrow 


