
 February 11-15, I attended the USM All-South Honor Band.  It is held every year at 

the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. Information for upcoming 

honor bands is posted on their website, www.usm.edu/bands/, near the end of each 

fall semester.  Students from eighth through twelfth grade are eligible to apply and home-

schooled students are also welcome.  To apply, students must fill out an application and 

send an audio recording of themselves playing 3 scales and a solo of their choice.  The 

students that are picked receive a letter about two weeks after the deadline notifying them 

that they have been selected to participate. The results are also posted online. There are 3 

different bands; 2 symphonic bands and 1 wind ensemble, and the top players of each in-

strument are usually placed in the wind ensemble.  This year, stu-

dents from seven different states applied.        

  My personal experience with the All-South Honor Band was awe-

some! I loved it. This year I had Mr. Gary Cook as my conductor. 

He was very nice and patient. We played three challenging pieces. 

We practiced for about 9 or 10 hours total over the weekend and 

then gave a final concert open to the public on Sunday. There were 

concerts by other area bands every night and one master-class. I 

thought the performances were incredible! I loved the entire week-

end. I met a few other students, and I also knew a few of the flut-

ists. Overall, it was a phenomenal experience and I hope to be 

lucky enough to participate in it again next year. 

A friendly reminder to get the wish list (in Febs News-

letter) returned to me as soon as possible.  2010-2011 

planning for course offerings is currently under way, so 

do not miss outñget your requests in now! 

 All-South Honor Band 

By: Katie Hook 
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Wish List Reminder 

By Michele LaMachio 
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The talent for being happy is appreciating and liking what 

you have, instead of what you donôt have. ~Woody Allen 

Conductor Mr. Gary Cook and 

me after the concert. 

My Symphonic Band  Re-

hearsal . 

http://www.usm.edu/bands/
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This museum is the 

largest space museum 

in the world!  

Faces from LIFEõs Past: Derrick Doole 

By Alina Doole 

Book Review: Peter and the Starcatchers  

Review by Olivia Schweikert 

Trip of the Month 

By Olivia Schweikert 

 

  

  

 

 

  

    In this book, we meet Peter, who doesnôt know his age or his last name. He is 

about to set sail on a ship called The Neverland. On the ship, Peter meets Molly 

Aster, a fourteen-year-old girl. There is a mysterious trunk on The Neverland, and 

Peter canôt imagine what is inside. Also, Molly seems to be keeping some secrets 

from him. Suddenly, Peter finds himself thrown into a quest to save the world. 

This is a wonderful story that tells what happened before J. M. Barrieôs classic 

tale of Peter Pan. With each turn of the page, we meet greedy, bloodthirsty pirates, 

charming mermaids, and fierce warriors. We sail through the ocean, sneak 

through the forest, and swim through lagoons with Peter and his friends until we 

reach the final battle on Mollusk Island. This is a great book, and I loved reading 

it! I recommend this book for kids ages 10 and up. 

Twenty-one year old Derrick Doole graduated from LIFE in 2007 and is now in his third 
year at Northwest Mississippi Community College. Derrick is majoring in entomology, but is 
only taking one class this semester, which is trigonometry. He says that his favorite school 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ϦōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴϦΦ  He en-
joys meeting new teachers and learning what they can teach him in the science field. In his 
spare time, Derrick  ǊŜŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴƎǎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ōƛƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 5ŜǊǊƛŎƪΩǎ other hobbies include knife collecting, bug collecting and oc-
casionally playing video games.   

L I G H T H O U S E  S I G N A L  

This past fall, my family and I went on a trip to Huntsville, Alabama. 

In Huntsville, we went to the U.S. Space and Rocket Center. This museum is the 

largest space museum in the world! It took us a day and a half to see the whole mu-

seum! When we arrived there, we got to see many large rockets, including one of 

the Saturn V models. The space centerôs Saturn V rocket is one of the only rockets 

of its kind that is still in good shape. They also have a number of rides, including 

one that shows you what it feels like to take off in a 

rocket! This museum has many interactive exhibits. 

You can also read about the history of space travel. My 

family and I really enjoyed this museum, and we 

learned a lot. I would recommend this museum to any-

one who is interested in space.  



2010 Winter Olympics 
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The 2010 Winter Olympics, officially the XXI Olympic Winter Games or the 21st Winter 
Olympics, is a major international multi-sport event held on February 12ï28, 2010. It is in Van-
couver, British Columbia, Canada, with some events held in the resort town of Whistler, British 
Columbia and in the Vancouver suburbs of Richmond, West Vancouver, and the University 
Endowment Lands. Both the Olympic and Paralympics Games are being organized by the 
Vancouver Organizing Committee (VANOC). The 2010 Winter Olympics are the third Olym-
pics hosted by Canada, and the first by the province of British Columbia. Previ-
ously, Canada was home to the 1976 Summer Olympics in Montreal, Quebec 
and the 1988 Winter Olympics in Calgary, Alberta. Right now the United States 
is in first with 26 medals, Germany is in second with 23 medals, Norway is in 
third with 17 medals, Russian Federation is in fourth with 13, and Canada is in 
fifth with 11 medals. 

Ingredients: 
2 boxes instant vanilla pudding 
3 cups milk 
8 oz. whipped topping 
2 oz. baking chocolate 
3 T. butter 
2 T. white Karo syrup 
3 T. milk 
2 tsp. vanilla 
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar 
Several packages graham crackers 
1. This makes twelve servings!  Prepare 9 x 13" pan with a bit of non-stick cooking spray.  
2.Line bottom of the pan with graham crackers. 
3. Beat together 3 cups milk and pudding.  Add the whipped topping and mix well. 
4. Pour half of the pudding mixture over the crackers.  Add another layer of crackers.  Pour remaining mix over the second layer of 
crackers.  Top the pudding with another layer of crackers    
5. Melt chocolate and butter.  Add the Karo syrup,  remaining milk, vanilla and powdered sugar; mix well. Pour over top of crackers 
and spread evenly. Refrigerate for several hours before serving. 

What Mexican restaurant is close to the Cici's Pizza and easy to find?   

La Siesta.  When you walk in, you smell the aroma of delicious Mexican food that you might find in 

some of the most expensive Mexican restaurants.  At La Siesta, every one that walks in is family to 

the friendly servers.   The waiters are kind and always come around to see if you need any-

thing.  The food is excellent and brought out hot and fresh.  It is very reasonably priced.  The 

light atmosphere is very relaxed and makes you feel like you are in Mexico.  The tables are 

always clean, as is the rest of the restaurant.  I would recommend this restaurant to any one 

who enjoys Mexican food. 

La Siesta Restaurant review 

By Cory Grimm 

Chocolate Éclair Cake 

By Cory Grimm 

òAt La Siesta, 

every one that 

walks in is 

family to the 

friendly 

servers.ó   
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